




Honourable Senators,
Members of the House of Commons,
Ladies and gentlemen,

As the representative of Her Majesty The Queen, I am pleased to be here to deliver the 
Speech from the Throne.

A warm welcome to those of you who are returning to your duties as parliamentarians, 
including those who are returning after an absence.  Know that your experience is valued.  

Welcome also to the 197 members who are newly elected.  Your enthusiasm and fresh ideas 
will serve your country well.  

I call on all parliamentarians to work together, with a renewed spirit of innovation, openness 
and collaboration. 
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OPEN AND TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT

Second, the Government is committed to open and transparent government.

The trust Canadians have in public institutions—including Parliament—has, at times, been 
compromised. By working with greater openness and transparency, Parliament can restore 
it. 

To make sure that every vote counts, the Government will undertake consultations on 
electoral reform, and will take action to ensure that 2015 will be the last federal election 
conducted under the first-past-the-post voting system.

To restore public trust and bring an end to partisanship, the Government will follow through 
on its commitment to reform the Senate by creating a new, non-partisan, merit-based process 
to advise the Prime Minister on Senate appointments.

And to give Canadians a stronger voice in the House of Commons, the Government will 
promote more open debate and free votes, and reform and strengthen committees.

Also notable are the things the Government will not do: it will not use government ads for 
partisan purposes; it will not interfere with the work of parliamentary officers; and it will not 
resort to devices like prorogation and omnibus bills to avoid scrutiny.
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A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT AND A STRONG 
ECONOMY

Third, the Government will prove to Canadians and to the world that a clean environment 
and a strong economy go hand in hand.  We cannot have one without the other.

Protecting the environment and growing the economy are not incompatible goals; in fact, 
our future success demands that we do both. 
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DIVERSITY IS CANADA’S STRENGTH

Fourth, the Government’s agenda reflects that Canada’s strength is its diversity.

Canadians elected a government to bring us together, not to set us against one another.  
Canada is strong because of our differences, not in spite of them.

As a country, we are strengthened in many ways: by our shared experiences, by the diversity 
that inspires both Canada and the world, and by the way that we treat each other.

Because it is both the right thing to do and a certain path to economic growth, the 
Government will undertake to renew, nation-to-nation, the relationship between Canada 
and Indigenous peoples, one based on recognition of rights, respect, co-operation and 
partnership.  

Among other measures, the Government will work co-operatively to implement 
recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, will launch an 
inquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls, and will work with First 
Nations so that every First Nations child receives a quality education.

The Government will make it easier for immigrants to build successful lives in Canada, 
reunite their families, and contribute to the economic success of all Canadians.

In response to a pressing international need, and underscored by Canadians’ desire to help, 
the Government will welcome 25,000 new Canadians from Syria, to arrive in Canada by the 
end of February 2016.

In gratitude for the service of Canada’s veterans, the Government will do more to support 
them and their families.

The Government will support CBC/Radio-Canada, encourage and promote the use of 
Canada’s official languages, and invest in Canada’s cultural and creative industries.
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SECURITY AND OPPORTUNITY

Fifth, the Government is committed to providing greater security and opportunity for 
Canadians.

Canadians are open, accepting, and generous people.  We know that helping those in need 
strengthens our communities and makes them safer, more prosperous places to live. 

The Government will strengthen its relationship with allies, especially with our closest friend 
and partner, the United States.

Internationally, the Government will focus its development assistance on helping the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable.

To contribute to greater peace throughout the world, the Government will renew Canada’s 
commitment to United Nations peacekeeping operations, and will continue to work with its 
allies in the fight against terrorism.

To keep Canadians safe and be ready to respond when needed, the Government will launch 
an open and transparent process to review existing defence capabilities, and will invest in 
building a leaner, more agile, better-equipped military.

And to expand economic opportunities for all Canadians, the Government will negotiate 
beneficial trade agreements, and pursue other opportunities with emerging markets. 

Recognizing that Canada is, fundamentally, a safe and peaceful country, the Government 
will continue to work to keep all Canadians safe, while at the same time protecting our 
cherished rights and freedoms.
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CONCLUSION

The agenda outlined today is an ambitious one, but it is not one forged in isolation.  

Rather, it is the result of conversations with Canadians, who told the Government—plainly 
and honestly—what they need to be successful.

Canadians are confident people.  We know who we are, and we know what kind of country 
we want to live in.  

We know the greatness that Canada is capable of, and we know that our success is not only 


